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ponents. The biochemical literature is not treated in an extensive manner and the reader 
must possess a familiarity with the field if he is to read this monograph with much compre- 
hension. Therefore, this volume is of more interest to the clinician than to the biochemical 
researcher. 

There are several errors in the text. For example, on page 20 there appears a discussion 
of the role of 5-methylation in the metabolism of 6-mercaptopurine. Clearly this should 
be the role of S-methylation. Also, on page 23 the author states that inosine or guanosine 
kinases have not been reported to occur in mammalian cells. There are 3 independent 
reports of inosine kinase activity in mammalian cells [BANASCHAK, Acta biol. med. germ. 
18: 581 (1967); Prerre and Le Pace, Proc. Soc. exp. Biol. Med. 127: 432 (1968); PAYNE 
et al., Exp. Cell. Res. 59: 289 (1970). 

The author has attempted to survey briefly one important aspect of biochemistry and 
clinical medicine, and in his effort to achieve brevity has sacrificed much depth and clarity. 
Because he presumes a considerable foreknowledge on the part of his reader, his volume 
cannot be recommended as an introductory text, but may be helpful to a clinician or to a 
student of the paramedical sciences who has a familiarity with basic biochemistry. A 
recent volume on the same subject, Antagonists and Nucleic Acids by M.E. Bais (North 
Holland, Amsterdam 1968) which is of greater depth, clarity, and scope should prove of 
greater value than Roy-BuRMAN’s Analogues. 

Dr. MARGARET R. PARHAM, Tarrytown, N. Y. 
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